
SPECIES MANAGEMENT PROFILE
Neophema chrysostoma Blue-winged Parrot
Group: Chordata (vertebrates), Aves (birds), Psittaciformes, Psittacidae
Status: Threatened Species Protection Act 1995: vulnerable

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999: Vulnerable
Endemic
Status:

Found in Tasmania and elsewhere

    

The blue-winged parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) is a slender olive-green parrot with a dark
blue patch on its wings and in a band across its forehead. Foraging habitat includes grasslands,
grassy woodlands and saltmarsh, where they forage for seed on the ground or inin nearby
vegetation, from a wide range of grasses, herbs, shrubs and weeds. During the breeding season,
the parrots occupy eucalypt forests and woodlands, often with grassy understoreys, where they
nest in tree hollows.

In Tasmania, the species occurs mainly in the north-western​​, central and eastern parts of the
state, but has been recorded in lesser numbers throughout the state, and many offshore islands
including the Bass Strait islands. The species is a partial migrant and also occurs on mainland
Australia. While the causes for the species' recent decline are not clear, the main threats to the
species are considered to be habitat loss and deterioration of habitat quality. The main recovery
actions for the species are to determine the causes of declines, abate, habitat loss and habitat
deterioration in important breeding and foraging areas, and rehabilitate degraded areas of
habitat.

Key Points

Important: Is this species in your area? Do you need a permit? Ensure you’ve covered all the issues by checking the
Planning Ahead page.
Important: Different threatened species may have different requirements. For any activity you are considering, read
the Activity Advice pages for background information and important advice about managing around the needs of multiple
threatened species.

   

​Habitat

​'Habitat' refers to both known habitat for the species (i.e. in or near habitat where the species has been recorded) and
potential habitat (i.e. areas of habitat with appropriate characteristics for the species and within the species' potential range
which have not yet been adequately surveyed).
If in doubt about whether a site represents potential habitat for this species, contact the Threatened Species Section for
further advice.
Blue-winged parrots are mainly found in coastal, subcoastal and inland habitats, where grasslands and grassy woodlands are
present, often near wetlands (Holdsworth et al.  2021). The species can also be seen in altered environments such as
airfields, golf-courses and paddocks, and disturbed areas such as roadside culverts, and recently burnt areas.
Foraging habitat includes grasslands, grassy woodlands and semi‐arid chenopod (drought- and salt tolerant) shrubland,
where grasses, herbs and shrubs are present. The species forages almost exclusively on the ground for seed from a wide
range of grasses, herbs and shrubs, from both native plants and introduced species.
Breeding habitat includes eucalypt forests and woodlands. Nests are made in hollows, preferably with a vertical opening, in
live or dead trees, stumps or fence posts.

​What to avoid

Cutting down hollow bearing trees
Inappropriate livestock grazing regimes that reduces foraging habitat
Intense and frequent fires that damage nesting and foraging habitat
Building structures that cause collision mortalities
Building structures including lighted structures in important habitat on the migration route ​​

Threatened Species Link
www.tas.gov.au

https://www.tas.gov.au
https://www.tas.gov.au
http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RLIG-5433LB?open
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/PublishingImages/Fauna_maps/Neophema%20chrysostoma.jpg
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/planning-ahead.aspx
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/Activities.aspx
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/Contact.aspx
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​​Cite as: Threatened Species Section (2026). Blue-winged Parrot ​ (Neophema chrysostoma): Species Management Profile for
Tasmania's Threatened Species Link. https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/Blue-winged-parrot.aspx ​ ​
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania. Accessed on 8/3/2026.

Contact details: Threatened Species Section, Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania ​, GPO Box 44,
Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, 7001. Phone (1300 368 550).

Permit: A permit is required under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 to 'take' (which includes kill, injure,
catch, damage, destroy and collect), keep, trade in or process any specimen or products of a listed species. Additional permits

Surveying

To ensure you follow the law - check whether your survey requires a permit. Always
report any new records to the Natural Values Atlas, or send the information direct to
the Threatened Species Section. Refer to the Activity Advice: Surveying page for
background information.

Neophema
chrysogaster Spring Summer Autumn Winter

Blue-winged parrot ​

Helping the species

In order to recognise the species if it uses your property, learn to identify the blue-winged parrot by sight and by its calls.
In order to recognise habitat if it occurs on your property, learn to identify potentially suitable woodland breeding habitat and
grassland foraging habitat.
Important! Always report any observations of the species to the NRE Natural Values Atlas, or else provide the data direct to
the Threatened Species Section. Records stored on the NVA are a permanent record and are accessible to other people
interested in this species
Consider the needs of the whole habitat. Preserving a threatened species' habitat is the best way to manage both the
species and the environment in which it lives.
If you have blue-winged parrot habitat on your land - consider protection of habitat through a vegetation management
agreement or conservation covenant. See the NRE Private Land Conservation Program for more details.​

Cutting or clearing trees or vegetation

Blue-winged parrot habitat has been degraded and lost throughout the species' range.
The major contributing factor to the loss of woodland breeding habitat is land clearing.  
To prevent loss of nesting habitat - cease all land clearing of important areas for the survival of blue-winged parrot.

Burning

Major bushfires can reduce nesting habitat by removing trees with hollows, and can affect foraging habitat by depleting the
soil seed bank.  The recovery time from destructive bushfires can be as long as several decades.
Occasional low-intensity fire in mature eucalypt forest can result in a short-term increase in seed availability, which can
provide a foraging resource for blue-winged parrots.
To maintain habitat quality for the blue-winged parrot, planned burns within known and potential habitat should occur within
the minimum and maximum Tolerable Fire Intervals for the vegetation community, and trees with hollows should be
protected.

Agriculture

Blue-winged parrot foraging habitat has been degraded throughout the species' range. 
A major contributing factor to the loss and degradation of foraging habitat are inappropriate livestock grazing regimes, which
can reduce or remove the seeding heads of native herbs and grasses available to blue-winged parrot.
Encourage livestock grazing practices that maintain or improve habitat values.

Further information
​Check also for listing statement or notesheet pdf above (below the species image).

​Key Survey reliability more info

M Peak survey period

M Potential survey period

M Non-survey period

https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/pages/surveytimes.aspx
https://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/Contact.aspx
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/pages/surveying.aspx
http://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/
https://www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au/Pages/Contact.aspx
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/DRAR-7TR9ZR?open


may also be required under other Acts or regulations to take, disturb or interfere with any form of wildlife or its products, (e.g.
dens, nests, bones). This may also depend on the tenure of the land and other agreements relating to its management. ​​​​​
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